
BROOKDALE NEIGHBORHOOD CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of Board Meeting on March 20, 2025 

  

Present: Heather Paul, Dick Podolske, Peter Biersteker, Matt Pacinelli, Tom 
Wellington, Darcy King-Leatham, Adrienne Nassau (via FaceTime).and  
Mike Makuch, Absent: David Knight and Abner Oakes. 

Administrative  

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm.  February minutes were 
approved.  Next meeting date TBD.  

Treasurer’s report 

Total balance as of March, 20, 2025 is $13,597.48 of which $5,329.35 is in 
checking  and $8,268.13  is in our CD.  Expenses were $870 including 
concerts.  Deposits were $1,849 (which included many deposits from 2024 
dues paid). 14% of residents have paid dues for 2025. 

Friendship Heights Sector Plan 

In early February, President Dick Podolske wrote the Montgomery County 
Planning Department Director to request that Brookdale not be included in 
the Friendship Heights Sector Plan.  The Director responded and denied 
our request, saying the Board felt very strongly that this inclusion was 
necessary to properly plan for the future of Friendship Heights.   

Bob Cope, former Brookdale Neighborhood Citizens Association Board 
member and current Brookdale resident attended our meeting.  He 
recommended that Board members meeting with council members and 
Planning Staff.  Advocate for the features we consider desirable.  At the 
time the county council takes up the Friendship Heights Sector Plan, we 
can then again press for exclusion from the plan. 

The Board created a working group to follow up on these issues.  Peter, 
Heather, Mike, Adrienne and Matt all volunteered to serve on this group.  
Bob is willing to review their work.  The Board agreed that Matt should 
request a meeting with the Planning Board Chair Artie Harris.   



GEICO 

Bob Cope told the Board that his former associate, x Harris, is representing 
GEICO vis-a-vis the Montgomery County Planning Department.  GEICO is 
moving but will not be selling the property soon. 

Western Avenue Bike Plan 

The District of Columbia Department of Transportation (DoT) has published 
a proposal to establish bike lanes on Western Avenue.  To briefly 
summarize, it opts for single bike lane on the MD side with bikes traveling 
in both directions.  As to traffic, the proposal is to have two lanes as you 
approach River on Western heading to Mass from Wisconsin from Jenifer 
to Massachusetts.  The curb lane would be for both through traffic and right 
turns.  The inner lane would be left turn only.  This is the option that, in 
DoT’s own study, would exacerbate traffic congestion.  Peter said that the 
design is about 15% completed. 

Peter recommends that we continue to press for more information on traffic 
studies and to wait to take a position.  Another alternative would be to place 
the bike lane on back streets rather than on Western Avenue 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm. 


