
BROOKDALE NEIGHBORHOOD CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATION 

Minutes of Board Meeting on February 13, 2025 

  

Present: Abner Oakes, Dick Podolske, Tom Wellington, Darcy King-
Leatham. Mike Makuch, Adrienne Nassau (via Facetime), David Knight, 
Matt Pacinelli and Peter Biersteker. Absent: Heather Paul. 

Administrative  

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm.  January minutes were 
approved.  Next meeting date is March 20th.  

Treasurer’s report.  Total balance as of February 13, 2025 is $12,751.97 of 
which $4,519.14. is in checking and $8,232.83 is in our CD.  Expenses 
were $393.26 for the Bugle newsletter.  13% of residents have paid dues 
for 2025. 

Friendship Heights Sector Plan 

Context:  In August 2024, Dick Podolske wrote a letter to Montgomery 
County Planning Director Sartori and planner Atara Margolis to request that 
the upcoming Friendship Heights Sector Plan (Plan) include all of 
Brookdale.  In the fall of 2024, several Board members (Peter, Matt and 
Dick) reached out to Montgomery Councilmember Andrew Friedson to 
discuss the Attainable Housing Strategies Initiative.  Councilmember 
Friedson advised those Board members to not seek inclusion in the 
Friendship Heights Sector Plan, suggesting that it could lead to upzoning (a 
zoning change that could increase density and taller buildings in a 
neighborhood.) In the winter of 2024, the Planning Board staff 
recommended that a portion of Brookdale be included in the Plan.  In 
February 2025, the Planning Board approved the proposed Scope of Work 
and Boundary for the Plan, which includes part of Brookdale.   

Matt and Dick have had recent contact with Friedson, the Planning Board 
Director and planner Margolis, requesting that Brookdale be excluded from 
the Plan.  Matt said he had begun drafting a formal letter to Friedson, 
Director, Saratori and Planner Margolis, reiterating a request to exclude 
Brookdale.  Matt promised to circulate the letter among Board members 
before sending the letter. 



Peter has highlighted features in the 1998 Friendship Heights Sector Plan 
that he thinks that should be included in the upcoming Friendship Heights 
Plan.  Mike and Darcy have reviewed the document as well.  

Mike, Darcy and Peter will continue to closely follow developments and 
report back to the Board. 

More Housing N.O.W. 

Planning, Housing, and Parks Committee Chair Andrew Friedson and 
Economic Development Committee Chair Naftali Fani-González introduced 
a legislative package called More Housing N.O.W. (New Options for 
Workers). The legislative package aims to increase access to more 
affordable workforce housing through two zoning text amendments, a 
subdivision regulation amendment and one bill that would change how 
developers of certain affordable housing are taxed. 

A public hearing is scheduled for March 11.  Listening sessions are 
scheduled as well. 

GEICO 

Tom has noticed that GEICO has been less conscientious about removing 
garbage on its property promptly.  He noticed a grocery cart had remained 
on the property for some time and eventually he pushed it closer to 
GEICO’s doors.  It has been removed. 

Western Avenue Bike Plan 

Peter has carefully studied the District of Columbia’s proposed Western 
Avenue Bike Plan.  He suggests that if we advocate for a bike lane on 
Western Avenue, it should be a protected bike lane.   

Upcoming Brookdale Events 

Garden Walk on May 17th.  Lolly Jewett is leading what we hope will 
become a new tradition - a community garden walk.  Abner said he was 
lining up musicians for the conclusion of the event. 

Abner said that given our experience last summer with being forced to 
cancel concerts due to weather, he is going to avoid scheduling concerns in 
July and August.  Instead, he will arrange concerts in the shoulder seasons. 



Other Topics 

Pros and cons of joining the Montgomery County Civic Federation.  Matt 
recommends that we join as it would give us additional contacts.  Darcy 
recommends against joining as we know little about its constituent 
members and could be blind-sighted by positions the Federation may take.  
The Federation process may not allow the Brookdale Board sufficient time 
to survey residents on its positions.  The Federations’s meetings are open 
to the public and we could attend to learn more.  Matt promised to inquire 
about the Federation’s policy and decision making processes.   

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm. 


