BROOKDALE NEIGHBORHOOD CITIZENS 'ASSOCIATION
Minutes of Board Meeting on January 16, 2025

Present: Abner Oakes, Dick Podolske, Tom Wellington, Darcy King-Leatham. Mike Makuch,
Heather Paul, Adrienne Nassau, Matt Pacinelli and Peter Biersteker. Absent: David Knight

Administrative

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm. December minutes were adopted. Next meeting
date is February 13th..

Treasurer’s Report

Total balance as of January 16, 2025 is $12,603.27 of which $4,392.40 is in checking and
$8,210.87 is in our CD. Expenses of roughly $550 include expenses for the for Happy Hour and
Website. For the fiscal/calendar year 2024, 34% of residents have paid dues.

Venmo and Zelle will be used in the new year to raise ease of paying dues. Tom and Heather
will confer.

Recent Events
Heather arranged a neighborhood Happy Hour at the Aura. We had a decent turnout but hope to
increase attendance in the future. Dick suggested we consider other venues.

Attainable Housing Strateqgies Initiative (AHSI)

Abner and Matt are conferring as to how to phrase our position of the proposed pause to the
AHSI. Once they finalize it they will share it with Board members.

Matt attended a public meeting held by Councilmember Andrew Friedson this evening. He
reported that Councilmember Friedson has come out in opposition to changing zoning to permit
multi-unit housing by right throughout the county. Coucilmember Friedson recommended that we
focus on tactics such as Optional Methods of Development rather than Master Planning to
increase our housing stock.

Friendship Heights Sector Plan
Mike, Darcy and Peter are tasked with reviewing the 1998 FH Sector Plan to identify elements we
hope to see in the next rendition of the plan. They will report back to the Board.

GEICO

Adrienne has reached out to GEICO repeatedly to ask whether they would clear the pathway from
Brookdale Park to Willard Avenue but has received no further reply.

Matt will consult real estate colleagues to inquire as to whether GEICO has taken any steps to
sell.

Western Avenue Bike Plan
Peter has inquired about the status of DC’s bike plan and has been told it is forthcoming.

Other

Abner included obituaries in the upcoming issue of The Bugle. The Board intends to continue to
solicit and publish obituaries.

Montgomery County Civic Federation - discussion on the pros and cons of joining was tabled for
the next meeting.




Meeting adjourned at 8 pm.



