
 

 

BROOKDALE NEIGHBORHOOD CITIZENS ’ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of Board Meeting on December 5, 2024 

 
Present: Abner Oakes, Dick Podolske, Darcy King-Leatham. Mike Makuch, Heather 
Paul, Adrienne Nassau, David Knight, Matt Pacinelli and Peter Biersteker (via 
Facetime).  Absent:  Tom Wellington. 
 
Administrative 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm.  November minutes were adopted.  Next 
meeting date is January 16. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
 
Total balance as of December 5th, 2024 is $12,917.26 of which $4,727.60 is in Checking 
and $8,189.66 is in our CD.  We received $963.00 in dues including PayPal 
transfers.  Expenses of roughly $190 include those for Halloween and legal document 
printing.  28% of residents have paid dues year to date. Abner volunteered to help 
Heather to create a Venmo account.  A business approached Dick to inquire as to whether 
we accepted paid advertising in the Bugle.  We will charge only non-Brookdale residents 
at the rate of $100 per issue or $250 for three issues.  Ads will be no larger than a quarter 
page.  Heather and Abner will compose an email blast announcing this policy on the 
listserve. 
 
Recent Events 
 
Porchfest — Porchfest happened on Oct 18 and 19.  Right now the plan is for it to happen 
in 2025 Oct 17 and 18.  The acapella group from American University was a great hit 
Friday night as was the pizza vendor.  Thanks to Dana Rice and the BCA for providing a 
lot of the pizza.  Saturday went off without a hitch with our most diverse set of artists yet.  
It was great to have Carpe Diem Arts there to promote its programs to Brookdalers.  
Dominique Rychlik paid for the T-shirts so that we could sell them to raise money but we 
still have a lot leftover.  Great drink donations from Rodman's, and Abner plans to have 
the Mexican food vendor back, as people seemed to love his tacos and tortas.  Abner 
estimated there were at least 150 people on Saturday night on Dover Court. 
 
Fall Block Party —The Fall Block Party went well.  Approximately 50 people were in 
attendance.  This event competed with Porchfest as the two events were held only one 
week apart.  We discussed whether we should hold the events on the same weekend, 
but decided against it.  Abner said that next year he would work with neighbors to 
schedule a longer gap between the two events.  It was agreed that we would schedule 
the next Fall Block Party with an indefinite ending so as to promote higher participation.   
 
Halloween Parade — The parade was a success.  Someone complained that the house 
decoration competition should include a nighttime review, not just a daytime review.  We 
will resume both in the future.   



 

 

 
Development 
 
Status of Friendship Heights Sector Plan — The County Planning Board stated that this 
will be a two-year process.  In the future, the Board will consider tasking several Board 
members with following the process closely.   
 
Attainable Housing Strategies Initiative - Matt is working with the Montgomery County 
Communities Coalition to oppose AHSI.   
 
Discussion 
 
Intra-Board communication — The Board adopted the following policy:   
 
Whenever a Board member wants to speak on behalf of the Brookdale Neighborhood 
Citizens ’Association (BCA), he/she/they will raise the issue at a Board meeting. If 
he/she/they have insufficient time to raise the issue at a Board meeting, he/she/they will 
notify all Board members via email of their aspiration.  In the email, the Board member 
shall identify with whom they wish to  speak, the topic, and objective of the meeting.  The 
Board shall have the opportunity to raise questions/concerns.  If three or more 
questions/concerns are raised, the matter will be tabled until the next Board meeting, or 
if there is a need for expediency, the Board member will set up a Zoom call for discussion.  
The Board will vote.  If a majority of the Board approves the proposal, it will then select 
the spokesperson(s).  If the majority of the Board disapproves of the proposal, the matter 
may be raised at the next Board meeting, but the plan will be placed on hold.  No Board 
member(s) may represent BCA without specific approval of a majority of the Board 
members. 
 
GEICO — The 1998 BCA/GEICO agreement was terminated by both parties in 1992.  We 
should review the GEICO Site Plan and Friendship Heights Sector Plan to discern what 
we would like to see in the next Friendship Heights Sector Plan.  Adrienne said she heard 
from a GEICO representative who stated that the obstruction on the path between Sherill 
and Saratoga was indeed on GEICO property.   
 
Western Avenue Bike Plan - Peter reported that a plan should be issued by the end of 
2024. 
 
Luminary Walk - Abner will post about this upcoming event on the list serve. 
 
Happy Hour at the Aura -Heather has arranged an event at the Aura on December 12 
from 5:30 to 7 pm. 
 
Possible Brookdale at Home events - Dick suggested that we hire Susan Jones and her 
String of Pearls to entertain us at Marie Moylan’s home.  The Board approved the 
expenditure.  Eric Sanne intends to host a cyber security event but date is undetermined.  



 

 

Another resident discovered a gas line leak.  It was suggested that we host a speaker to 
discuss gas lines at an event.   
 
Updating Brookdale Website - Dick and Adrienne will review  the current content on our 
website.  David will research membership platforms. 
 
Meeting adjourned 8:30 pm. 


