
President’s Report, Dick Podolske

Dear Brookdale neighbors
and friends. The Brookdale
Citizens’ Association (BCA)
continues to be active. A
summary is below.

Annual meeting: Our annual
meeting will be on May 16 at
the Wisconsin Place
Community Center, 5311
Friendship Blvd., to start at
6:30 pm with a social period
and the main meeting to
start at 7 pm. The agenda will
include the election of
officers, discussion of zoning,
and other issues.  Dues will
be collected at the meeting.
Refreshments will be
provided.

Zoning changes:
Montgomery County is
recommending major zoning
changes including higher
density and reduced parking
requirements that could have
a major impact on our
neighborhood. See a separate
article on this topic by Peter
Biersteker.

Mazza Gallerie:
Redevelopment of this site is
well advanced and is planned
to open in 2025.  The seven-
story building will hold 320
apartments, two-story town
houses, a total of 90,000
square feet of retail space
located at and below grade,
and 800 underground
parking spaces.

Brookdale at Home: Eric
Sanne made a very
informative presentation on
AI on March 25. He indicated
how AI is made to work and
more specifically
recommended using the AI
tools “Copilot” and “Gemini.”

Other Brookdale at Home
events are proposed with
dates to be determined. They
include (1) “The Last
Battlefront,” a movie edited
by neighbor Mahad Haddad,
and (2) a presentation on
Deborah Kalb’s book, “Off to
Join the Circus.”
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Glory to the rose and the leaf, to the seed, to the silver fish. Glory to time and the wild fields, and to joy. 
(Mary Oliver)



Seeing the World with Neighbors Geoff and Naomi Anisman

Geoff, Naomi, and their two boys live on Park
Place, and Geoff and Naomi have had long
careers with the State Department. They agreed
to share some of what they’ve experienced during
their overseas adventures.

Of the countries where you have been posted
overseas, what was your favorite and why?
Where else have you been posted?

We’ve been posted together in Moscow, Tel Aviv,
Kyiv, and Baku; each was an opportunity for
meaningful public service and each adventure
was unique, but Moscow was where we met, so it
will always have a special place in our hearts. In
our most recent overseas tour together, in
Azerbaijan, we loved exposure to the diverse
histories and cultures of the Caucasus. Naomi got
a kick out of telling people we were living in
Azerbaijan, swiftly following up with
“Azerbaiwhere?” “Azerbaiwhat?” to put people
who’d reasonably never heard of the place at
ease. Geoff loved the lentil soup. Last year, Geoff
returned to Ukraine while Naomi and the boys
remained in Baku. Ukraine is a place from which
we both trace ancestry, it was the location of
Geoff’s first foreign service tour in the years before
Naomi, and the site of another later tour during
which our kids were fully conscious and
remember well – living apart so Geoff could serve
was our family’s contribution to supporting
Ukraine now during its time in peril.

Now that you are back, what do you miss about
your travels?

We miss the constant linguistic and culinary
adventures, the weekend visits to ancient
archeological sites, or to stop in on friends in
neighboring foreign countries. We miss the easy
community of expat society - having fewer friends
and no family means more forgiving diaries and
the opportunity to be spontaneous or lazy. We are
happy to be home though: we really like and
appreciate our neighbors, we enjoy watching
their kids grow along with ours, and this area
boasts tremendous diversity of nationality and
language.

What’s something that happened during your
adventures overseas that epitomized for you
why you have enjoyed this work?

We both love languages, and that has been the
most satisfying way to build personal connections
with others, especially when you’re outside of the
host country. Meeting someone here who has
Russian heritage, or Israeli roots, throw in a few
lines in a language they recognize and you’ve
made a connection. Even when you don’t speak
someone’s language, if you speak a related one,
you bond over common words and linguistic
references. Those moments have definitely
brought the most joy. While we’re talking about
making connections via foreign languages, Geoff
would like to note that he and Naomi met at a
party in Moscow, where he attracted her
attention through deft use of a Russian
expression she hadn’t heard before. 

What’s life been like for your children when
overseas?

We hope that with hindsight we’ll be able to say
‘great,’ but the truth is probably more ambiguous.
We appreciated that they had friends from such a
variety of backgrounds and cultures, it made
them flexible, tolerant, and open-minded. For all
that they were the recipients of incredible
experiences unknown to their peers, however,
stability is also a valuable condition. Although
they attended quality international schools, they
are currently thriving at the outstanding public
schools right here in the United States:
Westbrook and Westland were a big reason we
chose to move home to Brookdale at this point in
time.



Last month, the Citizens Coordinating Committee for Friendship Heights (CCCFH) testified at a
hearing concerning zoning changes recommended by the staff of the Montgomery County
Department of Planning to the Planning Board. Specifically, the proposed zoning changes would:

Allow the construction of duplexes, triplexes, and quadplexes “as of right” on the R-60, single-
family lots throughout Brookdale.
Allow the construction of small apartment buildings within 500 feet of “development corridors,”
including River Road.
Reduce the required minimum off-street parking requirements from 2 spots for every housing
unit to one-half spot per housing unit in portions of Brookdale that are more than one-half mile
from the Metro. The County Council has already eliminated any requirement for off-street
parking within a half-mile of the Metro.

Brookdale took the lead in preparing the testimony for CCCFH. Brookdale also conducted a survey of
residents via the listserv concerning the substance of the proposed testimony before it was finalized.
119 people completed the survey. The full testimony is available on the Brookdale website
(https://bit.ly/447Hprv) as are the results of the survey (https://bit.ly/3UoO0ul).

The principal point made in the testimony is that one-size-fits-all zoning changes likely will have
unintended consequences in mature, single-family neighborhoods such as Brookdale. The new and
proposed zoning changes for parking requirements, for example, threaten to make our streets less
accessible to emergency vehicles and more dangerous to pedestrians, cyclists, and children.

To avoid or to minimize the adverse effects, in our testimony we requested advance planning
focused on specific neighborhoods prior to the adoption and implementation of any zoning
changes. The request for prior planning was supported by about 89 percent of the respondents to
the survey.

The proposed zoning changes are intended to expand the supply of “attainable” housing to address
the housing crisis. While Brookdale and CCCFH support that objective, the testimony urged that on-
going and potential new residential construction in large, commercially zoned sites near Brookdale
is the best way to expand “attainable” housing options to meet the current crisis. The testimony
requested that the County offer incentives to encourage those developments.

In contrast, the proposed zoning changes in Brookdale (and the other mature, single-family
communities that are part of the CCCFH) will likely result in only incremental increases in the supply
of housing that will likely take years. Moreover, due to the high costs of land and construction, it is
unclear whether new housing units in communities like Brookdale will be less expensive per unit or
be more “attainable” than the existing stock of single-family homes.

The proposed 2025 budget includes funding for the Friendship Heights Sector Plan. Accordingly, the
next step is to request that Brookdale and other interested CCCFH communities be included in the
Friendship Heights Sector Plan. The board of the Brookdale Citizens’ Association intends to pursue
that request and to engage in the planning process in an effort to avoid or minimize harm to our
community while, at the same time, addressing the housing crisis in a timely and effective manner.

The board will endeavor to keep the neighborhood informed and to consult with residents regarding
the different options that are available to us, recognizing that we may need to act quickly to be
effective. 

Testimony Regarding Potential Zoning Changes, Peter Biersteker



Dues and Don’t, Heather Paul

As spring and summer events begin, it’s Brookdale dues that
make it all possible. You might take in a concert, a block party, a
book signing or catch the 4th of July parade. Instead, you might
just have a general interest in keeping Brookdale a safe and
comfortable community.

Whatever your interest, Brookdale dues are a simple and
important way to support everything we do and everything we
are. You can go online at www.brookdalecitizens.org to pay your
$40 dues or write a check to the Brookdale Citizens’ Association
and send it to 4502 Cortland Road, Chevy Chase, MD 20815.
Thanks so much!

The sun is rich/ And gladly pays/ In golden hours,/ Silver days,/ And long green weeks/ That never
end./ School’s out./ The time Is ours to spend. (John Updike)

Help offered

Available for home repair projects in the
neighborhood. Free estimates and references
provided. Contact Jesse Zhang, 4502 Cortland
Road, 202-853-4519, jczhangchina@yahoo.com

Michel Sarot does fine carpentry, cabinet-
making, antiques restoration, and furniture
repair. Trained in Belgium with 25 years of
experience. 202-378-8464 or
sarotwoodworking@gmail.com

The Real Estate Report, Dominique Rychlik

There were no sales/closings in Brookdale subdivision proper since the last Bugle and just a few resales in the greater
"Brookdale" neighborhood. On market or coming soon are new homes at the corner of Andover and Cortland. They
are being offered three ways: two separate houses or one big house on both lots. (They have named that mini
subdivision "Westboro.”) There is also a new home coming soon in the same price range on Newport Avenue. There
were two resales, with prices starting well over a million.

This is the tightest inventory I have seen for resale homes in our area. Competition is strong and escalations
common. Buyers have accepted the new interest rate levels and are ready to buy. Listings are well below normal
although increasing this spring. We seem to be reverting to a cycle of spring market being the strongest. However
with such limited inventory in the Brookdale area, competition will be there in all seasons. 

Friendship Heights Makers’ Market

The spring edition of the Friendship Heights Makers’ Market will
take place on May 18 between 3:00 and 7:00. A family friendly
event with art activities, music, food, and local artisans, it will
take place on the west side of Wisconsin between Jenifer &
Harrison.

Campbell Graeub

There will be a memorial service for longtime neighbor Campbell
Graeub at 11:00 on May 18 at the Chevy Chase Presbyterian
Church on Connecticut Avenue.

mailto:jczhangchina@yahoo.com
mailto:sarotwoodworking@gmail.com


Brookdale offers such a wonderful community for us humans. Wouldn’t it be great if we could make
it just as welcoming for the native creatures who support a healthy ecosystem for all of us and, after
all, got here first?

One of the first things we can do is stop spraying for mosquitoes. I get the temptation – I’m a
mosquito magnet. But there are better ways to manage the situation. The problem with
insecticides, even those labeled “organic,” is that they kill indiscriminately. They’ll wipe out other
insects, such as bees, moths and butterflies. This guts the pollination of all of our plants and wipes
out food supplies for other wildlife such as songbirds.

Instead, we can make ourselves less accessible to mosquitoes. When we’re outside, we should wear
loose-fitting long sleeves and pants, apply insect repellent, avoid the dusk and dawn hours when
mosquitoes are most active, and, if possible, turn on fans.

Mosquitoes breed in standing water, so inspect your yard and remove any culprits – even tiny
amounts in gutters, toys, and flower-pot trays. Remove English ivy, which seems to harbor
mosquitoes and is invasive, to boot.

Finally, leverage this affinity for standing water by making DIY “skeeter beater buckets.” These
control mosquito populations by targeting the larvae, which is more effective than targeting the
adults, as insecticide sprays do.

Supplies you’ll need: (1) a bucket; (2) straw or hay; (3) water; and (4) a mosquito dunk.

Mosquito dunks are little donut-shaped items you can buy at Strosniders or American Plant. They
contain a bacteria that’s lethal to mosquito larvae.

A Reminder on Mosquitoes, Lolly Jewett

You throw a handful of straw or hay in the bucket, fill it two-thirds
full with water, and let that ferment for 2-3 days. Then you drop in
the mosquito dunk. Tuck the bucket in a spot that’s inconspicuous
but not too far from wherever humans congregate. We have five of
these buckets arrayed around our Brookdale-sized property.

The way this works is that female mosquitoes, who are looking for
stagnant water to lay their eggs, find the fermenting brew
irresistible. Once their eggs hatch, the mosquito dunks do their
thing. This method is most effective if everyone in the
neighborhood is doing it.

There’s no environmentally “good” way to exterminate mosquitoes
– and there’s even some debate as to how “nontoxic” mosquito
dunks are to other species – but skeeter beater buckets cause far
less collateral damage than other methods. Let’s keep Brookdale
sustainable and healthy by swearing off the lethal insecticide
sprays.

Check out my weekly online newsletter at beesknees.substack.com
if you’d like more information. You’re welcome to subscribe for free!

BIrds’ eye view of a skeeter beater bucket



Music in Brookdale

We had our first music event of the
summer at the park on Saturday
evening, April 20. Song Riot played
a mix of jazz standards, pop and
country classics, and their own
originals. It was great to see about
90 neighbors there. Big thanks to
the Citizens’ Association for helping
to make this happen!

Our next event will be May 18, again
in the park, with Mariachi El Rey,
who’s been to the neighborhood for
several concerts.

Brookdale Graduates

Jack and Cynthia Morton shared
that Jake will graduate this May
from UVA with a Bachelor of
Architectural History.

Bugle delivery person Becca Adlin
will finish high school this May and
attend the University of Miami to
study geological and marine
sciences.

Diane Tanman shared that son
Thomas will graduate from B-CC
and attend Colgate in the fall.

Maha Haddad shared that son Zak
Koubeissi will also graduate from B-
CC and attend George Washington
University to study math.

Elizabeth Kaufman shared that
daughter Emma will graduate from
Barnard College with a biology
degree.

And Marina Bowsher shared that
daughter Zaida will graduate from
Richard Montgomery and attend
the U. of Chicago, majoring in
cognitive science and linguistics.

Serve as a BCA Officer

All residents are invited to consider
serving as an officer for the 2024-2025
term. It’s a great way to meet
neighbors while keeping our
community active and vibrant. We
must fill the positions of president,
secretary, treasurer, and a vice
president for Brookdale North,
Brookdale South, Orchardale,
Wohlshire, and Park-Newport and
two at-large positions. Interested?
Ping Mike Makuch at
michaelamakuch58@gmail.com.


