
 

 

BROOKDALE NEIGHBORHOOD CITIZENS ’ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of Board Meeting on September 19, 2024 

 
Present: Abner Oakes, Dick Podolske, Darcy King-Leatham. Mike Makuch, 
Heather Paul, Adrienne Nassau, David Knight, Tom Wellington, and Peter 
Biersteker.  
 
Absent: Matt Pacinelli. 
 
Administrative 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm.  August 2024 minutes were 
approved.  Next meeting date to be determined. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
 
Total balance as of September 19th, 2024 is $11,911.76 of which $3,786.78 is in 
checking  and $8,124.98. is in our CD. 
  
There were no new contributions or expenses.  Dues remain at roughly 20% of the 
community. Envelopes will be included in the Bugle and regular pleas will now be 
made toward the end of the year. 
 
Current and upcoming events 
 
The annual fall block party will be held in Dover Court on September 28 from 4 to 
7 pm.  Abner and Peter are making arrangements.  Mike offered to help Adrienne 
transport supplies for the event.  We will provide some food but no liquor.   
 
The next edition of the Bugle is ready for the typesetter.  Heather lined up a 
teenager to distribute copies.   
 
Porch Fest will be held October 18 and 19.  Festivities will begin in Dover Court on 
the 18th.  Realtor Dana Rice contributed $1000 to the event.  El Jefe Pizza will be 
there.  Two musical groups will perform.  We will pay $200 to the A cappella group 
and pay for $800 worth of pizza. Abner is lining up a sound system.  Another 
realtor’s contribution will be spent on t-shirts.  T-shirt sales will be given to Carpe 
Diem Arts  Abner will ask Rich to create a sign soliciting donations for the group.   
 
Lolly Jewett is organizing a Spring Garden Walk to be held on May 17. 
 



 

 

We may hold a spring block party on May 3.  Dick promised to speak to Marie 
Moylan upon her return to discuss the feasibility of holding the event on Dalton 
Road. 
 
Mike mentioned that Eric Sanne is offering to hold an at-home event focused on 
cyber security.  The Board agreed it would be a welcome event.  Mike said he 
would speak to Eric about it again. 
 
Discussion of development issues 
 
 
Dick, Peter and Matt recently spoke with our council member Andrew Friedson 
about the proposed Attainable Housing Strategies Initiative (AHSI).  Matt 
suggested a pilot project.  Andrew Friedson asked if we were willing to be the pilot 
project.   
 
Darcy reported that CCCFH wants member organizations to encourage residents 
to attend the Montgomery County Planning Board AHSI Listening Sessions. 
 
Atara Margoles of the Montgomery County Planning Board staff will speak to us at 
our next meeting about inclusion in the Friendship Heights Sector Plan. 
 
Rumors that GEICO is planning to relocate its headquarters have not been 
substantiated.  Someone suggested that all GEICO owned properties on Cortland 
have become month-to-month rentals.  Another thought that a renter had been 
given an opportunity to buy their rental property. 
 
Adrienee said that she planned to speak with a GEICO representative soon about 
our 1989 agreement with GEICO.  The concern is that GEICO may cease to honor 
the agreement if and when Brookdale loses its status as R-60 single-family 
housing neighborhood. 
 
Mike and Peter reviewed the GEICO agreement and reiterated that if one-third or 
more lot area of Brookdale became anything other than a single-family house 
zoned neighborhood, we could lose could lose Geico’s commitment to maintain 
the buffer zone and lease the park.  They said that certain covenants run with the 
GEICO-owned rentals on Cortland that would remain.   
 
A decision was made to disseminate information about the Moses Cemetery burial 
site in the next Bugle.  
 
 
 



 

 

At the last meeting, we decided to take the following actions:  Results are noted.: 
 
Darcy to send Frank Koye’s request to David for redaction.  David and Abner 
made the redaction.  Darcy informed Mr. Koye. 
Dick and Adrienne will organize the fall block party.  They are doing so. 
Mike and Peter promised to review the BCA/GEICO contract and report back to 
the Board.  Mike and Peter have reviewed the agreement and want to know 
whether GEICO thinks it is still bound by this agreement.  Adrienne will inquire. 
Heather to write article for Bugle using July 4 photo to solicit dues.  Done. 
Abner will ask Gabe to post a copy of the BCA/GEICO contract on our website. 
Done. 
Adrienne will ask Bob Cope if he remembers when BCA asked the county for 
sidewalks.  
Abner will write up a proposal for one or two pre-Porchfest events and distribute 
to Board members. Board decided to defer these events due to a lack of space. 
Peter will tell us whether he wrote regarding the Friendship Heights Master Plan. 
Done. 
Heather will propose a budget for future concerts. Heather proposed and the 
Board agreed that we would budget $1,100 for concerts per year.   
 
New and Revised Action list: 
 
Board will ask Adrienne if she spoke to Bob Cope.   
Abner to ask Rich to create a sign for Carpe Diem Arts. 
Dick will speak to Marie about a spring block party on Dalton Road. 
Adrienne to speak with GEICO representative. 
Mike will talk to Eric about holding an event on cyber security. 
Dick will arrange to have Atara Margolis attend our next board meeting. 
 
Adjourned. 


