BROOKDALE NEIGHBORHOOD CITIZENS’ ASSOCIATION
Minutes of Board Meeting on August 1, 2024

Present: Abner Oakes, Dick Podolske, Darcy King-Leatham. Mike Makuch, Heather Paul,
Adrienne Nassau and David Knight. Guest: Lolly Jewett.

Absent: Peter Biersteker, Tom Wellington, and Matt Pacinelli.
Administrative

The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm. Our next meeting will be held on Thursday,
September 19.

Treasurer’s Report

Total balance as of August 1st, 2024 is $11,810.09 of which $3,706.78 is in checking and
$8,103.31 is in our CD. Total credits to checking this past month were $80.00. Expenses were
$988.07 for July 4th celebration, a concert and quarterly web maintenance. Roughly 20% of
residents (81) have paid dues year to date.

Discussion

Development issues:

Attainable Housing Initiative - The Planning, Housing and Parks working committee of the
Montgomery County Council completed three sessions reviewing the Planning Board’s
Attainable Housing Initiative. We anticipate that a zoning text amendment will be proposed to
implement the initiative in the fall.

David asked whether anyone knew when BCA had asked the county to install sidewalks.
Discussion ensued as to whether we would have kept such records. Adrienne will ask Bob
Cope if he knows approximately when this occurred.

Possible Impact of zoning changes on GEICO/BCA agreement. In 1989, the Brookdale
Neighborhood Citizens’ Association (BCA) signed a legal agreement with GEICO to resolve
issues of development among other things. Recently, Adrienne met with Bob Banach and
former BCA Board members Allison Fultz and Bob Cope to review the agreement in light of
potential zoning changes. Adrienne pointed out that should BCA lose its character as a single-
family household neighborhood, the contract would become void. Mike Makuch promised to
review the contract with Peter Biersteker and report back its opinion to the Board.

Dick said that Peter intended to write and inquire whether our community could be included in
the Friendship Heights master plan.

Current and upcoming events

The July 4th parade was a success. Heather asked for a July 4 photograph for the upcoming
Bugle to solicit payment of dues. David suggested and the Board agreed that next year we
should consider adding an ice cream truck to the festivities.

Rescheduling Mariachi concert. Abner has had to reschedule this concert several times due to
bad weather. He has canceled the concert and intends to schedule future concerts in the fall or
spring rather than in the summer.



Fall Block Party. This year the fall block party will be held in Brookdale South on September 28
at 5 pm. Adrienne and Dick offered to organize the event. The Board elected to not schedule a
concert at the party. The Board deferred deciding whether to hold a spring block party.

Brookdale at Home event.- The Rivlin/Sanne family will host an event featuring an expert on the
Ukraine in August.

Bugle - the next submission deadline is September 20.

Porchfest is scheduled for October 18-19. Abner has been working to line up musicians and
sponsors. Abner also suggested that we hold one or two pre-Porchfest events at Board
members’ homes to warm up for Porchfest. Abner will write up a proposal.

Proposed spring garden tour. Dick asked if there was any interest in holding a spring garden
tour. There was none.

Brookdale Garden Walk. Lolly Jewett spoke to the Board about holding a garden walk this
spring. She is willing to organize the event. The Board unanimously approved the plan. A
garden walk is more informal than a garden tour.

Other matters.

Dick suggested that we send information about Little Falls Village on the list serve. Heather
pointed out that a former Brookdale resident is currently forwarding Little Falls Village emails on
our list serve.

GEICO boundary clean up - Adrienne said that she has a good working relationship with the
grounds keeper and that he is receptive to doing small tasks and less receptive to doing larger
ones.

A new Brookdale sign was installed on Newport.

Requested redaction - Former Brookdale resident Frank Koye reached out to ask that we redact
a specific article that mentioned his son. The Board agreed to do so. David Knight said he
would be willing to take care of this.

Action Required:

Darcy to send Frank Kaye's request to David for redaction.

Dick and Adrienne will organize the fall block party.

Mike Makuch promised to review the BCA/GEICO contract with Peter Biersteker and report
back to the Board.

Heather to write article for Bugle using July 4 photo to solicit dues.

Abner will ask Gabe to post a copy of the BCA/GEICO contract on our website.

Deadline for Bugle submissions is September 20.

Adrienne will ask Bob Cope if he remembers when BCA asked the county for sidewalks.

Abner will write up a proposal for one or two pre-Porchfest events and distribute to Board
members..

Peter will tell us whether he wrote regarding the Friendship Heights Master Plan.

Heather will propose a budget for future concerts.



