
 

 

BROOKDALE NEIGHBORHOOD CITIZENS ’ASSOCIATION 
Minutes of Board Meeting on June 20, 2024 

 
Present: Dick Podolske, Darcy King-Leatham. Mike Makuch, Heather Paul, Peter Biersteker, 
Tom Wellington, and Matt Pacinelli. 
 
Absent:  Abner Oakes, Adrienne Nassau and David Knight. 
 
Administrative 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 pm.   
 
Our next meeting will be held on Thursday, July 25, 2024.  We will not meet in August. 
 
Treasurer’s Report  
Total balance as of June 20, 2024 is $13,150.53 of which $5,68.14 is in checking and $8,082.39 
is in our CD.  Total credits to checking this past month were $3,083.88 .  They consisted of 
$2001.96 in Pay Pal dues that accrued over a few months. Current dues (checks) added roughly 
$700 and an additional $370 was made as  a concert reimbursement.  Expenses were $655 of 
which $610 was for the Annual Meeting.  78 (or 19% ) of residents have paid dues. 
  
Presentation 
Two representatives of Little Falls Village gave a presentation to the Board, outlining their mission.  
They described LFV activities and opportunities for participation and support.  Heather promised 
to write something about the organization to distribute via the list serve.   
 
Welcome 
We welcomed new Board member Tom Wellington.   
 
Upcoming events 
a.  Fourth of July.  Dick has lined up a firetruck to lead our annual parade at 10 am.  Heather will 

purchase tchotchkes (flags, etc) to distribute at the parade.  Dick will arrange music. 
b. July 6 event - Abner has lined up a Mariachi band to perform in the park.  The Board authorized 

payment of $550 ($100 deposit) to the band and a $150 guarantee to a food truck specializing 
in snow-cones.   

c. Darcy asked whether we had a budget for music.  Heather promised to come up with a report 
on amounts spent in prior years.   

d. Sanne/Makuch/Rivkin have offered to host a Brookdale at Home event to showcase the 
Sanne/Rivkin trip to Japan.  No date has been set.  

e. The next deadline for Bugle articles is September 20. 
f. Porchfest will be held October 18 and 19th.   
 
Development issues 
a. Matt reported that he had heard that GEICO was in search of a new site for its headquarters 

for occupancy in 2026.  Dick will ask our GEICO representative, Adrienne, to confirm this 
news. 

b. Attainable Housing Strategies Initiative (AHSI).  Planning Board staff will begin presenting 
their initiative to a working committee of the county council (PHP) next Monday, June 24th.  
Matt said that he hoped that he could work with other Montgomery County community 
associations/coalitions to communicate concerns he outlined in his previous testimony to the 



 

 

Planning Board.  Peter asked Dick to review our archives for documentation regarding the 
county’s decision to deny our request for sidewalks. 

c. No news on either bike lanes for the Lord and Taylor site. 
Other 
GEICO boundary and cut-through.  Tom noted that there is a lot of poison ivy on the cut-through.   
Dick requested and received authorization to purchase two signs at the cost of $373 a piece. 
Darcy asked whether anyone had ideas as how to stop renegade dog walkers who do not pick up 
after their dogs.   
Tom mentioned that on several occasions, he saw workers tapping the fire hydrant on the corner 
of his property and that he has had to tighten a bolt to fully shut it off.  A lot of water has been 
wasted. 
Debrief annual meeting.  Heather asked if we could do something to boost attendance in the 
future.  Tom suggested offering family friendly features such as child care.   
 
Adjourned at approximately 8:30 pm. 


